
MISSION
STEP’s mission is to work with provincial and 
local sport organizations to grow a strong sport 
tourism industry that provides exceptional value 
to sporting events, drives economic benefits for 
the region, and advances the region’s capacity to 
host sporting events on the provincial, national and 
international stage.

OVERVIEW
• Since its launch in 2011, STEP has grown to 

become a widely recognized entity on the National 
scene and is highly regarded for the execution of 
its customized sports tourism strategy

• We are regularly invited to participate in CSTA 
(Canadian Sports Tourism Alliance) events and 
functions and have met with its Chair Rick Traer 
on numerous occasions to discuss the state of 
the industry, 

• In 2018, Seamus O’Keefe of STEP was elected 
to the CSTA Board of Directors, representing 
Atlantic Canada.

INDUSTRY PARTICIPATION
In 2018, Destination St. John’s and STEP traveled to 
Halifax, NS to participate in both the Event Atlantic 
Summit and the CSTA Sports Event Congress (Mar 
7-9, 2018) which is the industry’s top conference 
for like minded sports tourism and destination 
marketing organizations. 

Over 500 delegates congregated at the Halifax 
Convention Centre to network and discuss 
emerging industry trends and opportunities. 
As a testament to the growing interest in sports 
tourism, a number of colleagues from the region 
were in attendance at the event, including City of 
St. John’s (Tanya Haywood), City of Mount Pearl 
(Krista Tucker), Town of Portugal Cove – St. Philips 
(Nick Miller) and St. John’s Sports & Entertainment 
(Sheena McCrate). 

Additionally, STEP St. John’s Chair Danny Breen 
participated in Mayor’s Panel with a number of his 
colleagues from across the country.

2018 YEAR IN REVIEW

WINS / LOSSES
A significant disappointment experienced in 2018 
was the awarding of the 2020 IIHF World Women’s 
Hockey Championships to Halifax, NS, as we had 
emerged as one of the final two candidate bid 
cities. Significant resources had been invested in 
this specific Bid and we are currently awaiting a 
debrief from Hockey Canada.

The Metro St. John’s region played host to a 
number of significant events in 2018, including the 

• World Traditional Karate Federation World Open 
(St. John’s)

• Rogers Hometown Hockey (Mount Pearl)

• Canadian Boccia Championships (St. John’s)

• Pinty’s Grand Slam of Curling – Boost National (CBS)
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Additionally, 2018 saw us awarded four  
major sporting events, including:

• 2019 FIBA World Cup Qualifiers –  
Canada Basketball vs  
Chile and Venezuela

• 2019 Canadian Tire Para Hockey Cup 
to the Town of Paradise which will 
feature international caliber sledge 
hockey and a nationally televised 
broadcast on TSN

• 2019 Soccer Canada Challenge / Jubilee Cup 
– which was contractually awarded to STEP 
St. John’s as they implement their Concept of 
Operations regarding event hosting standards

• 2019 Canadian Senior Women’s  
Fastpitch Championships

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
In November 2018 and in conjunction with 
Destination St. John’s, STEP St. John’s participated 
in a sales tour in Ottawa where we had the 
opportunity to visit the House of Sport (RA Centre) 
and meet with a number of NSO representatives, 
including:

• Diving Canada

• Softball Canada

• Karate Canada 

• Ultimate Canada

• Canada Soccer

OUTLOOK
1. STEP St. John’s will continue to identify new opportunities and bid on events that can be hosted in the 

Metro region

2. STEP St. John’s has identified hosting the CSTA Sports Event Congress as a priority within the next 3-5 
years and will explore requirements to do so

3. FAM tours will continue to be hosted in 2019 and we have identified Figure Skating, Taekwondo and 
Diving as three immediate prospects

4. This will be a pivotal year for awarding of the 2025 Canada Summer Games

5. Creation of networking / informational session targeting local stakeholders


